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Regional Freedom of Information Officer
115, EPA, Region 5

77 West Jackson Boulevard

Chicago, IL 60604-35%)

U.8. EPA Region 5 Freedom of Information Officer;

Please be advised that T represent Delia Barajas, a resident of Cicero, Winois. Ms.
Barajas has organized several residents of Cicero, Illinois to address environmental
justice issues in her community. Along with Ms. Barajas, these Cicero residents are
dedicated to ensuring that regulated entities and regulators act in compliance with the
environmental laws designed to protect the health, safety and welfare of members of the
public, Currently, Ms. Barajas and her neighbors are particularly interested in acquiring
information about the remediation and reuse of former industrial and commercial
properties in Cicero.

Om behalf of Ms. Barajas and pursuant to the Freedom of Information Act, 5 1.S.C. Sec.
552, I request copies of any and all documents in your files gathered in fulfillment of a
brownfields assessment grant and any and all documents generated through such grant-
funded activitics. This grant (attached) was piven to the town of Cicero in 2004, Tt
consisted of a $200,000 dollar hazardous substance fund used to conduct commumity
outreach activities, to create an inventory of brownfield sites, and to develop cleanup
strategies for sites sclected for redevelopment. It also consisted of a $150,000 petroleum
fiund wsed to conduct site assessments at locations known to have had petroleum,

Pursuani fo the Freedom of Information Act, 5 TI.5.C, Sec. 552(aj{d3HA), T request a
waiver of any and all fees which you incur in meeting our request. Ms. Barajas is entitled
to a fee waiver because she will use the requested information in the public interest of the
town of Cicero, and will not use the requested information to further any profit-secking
venture, In considering this fee waiver request, U.S. EPA should consider the following
six factors:



1)

3}

4)

5)

6)

The records sought concern the operations or activities of the government
because the requested documents shed light on how 1.5, EPA and Clicero
officials identify, inveniory, remediate and reuse former industrial and
commercial sites in Cicero, Illinois.

Ms. Barajas plans to use the requested documents to investigate whether
former industrial and commercial sites in Cicero are in compliance with the
environmental laws by which they are governed. Such an investigation will
contribute to an increased public understanding of whether 1.5, EPA and
Cicero officials are fulfilling their role as the regulating entities of such sites,
Moreover, Ms. Barajas cannot rcasonably obtain the requested information
from the public domain.

Ms. Barajas plans to use the requested documents to raise awareness of the
environmental risks in Cicero that pose a threat to the health, safety, and
welfare of members of the community, Ms, Barajas intends on making this
information available to the community and general public by disseminating it
through meetings, newsletters, and other related media. By providing this
information to this audience that will fiind it most usetul and beneficial, the
public at large will also benefit,

Disclosure of the requested information will better enhance the public’s
understanding of LS. EPA’s activities and operations compared to the corrent
level of public understanding becanse this information is not available in the
public domain. Moreover, by having access to this information, Ms. Barajas
and her neighbors will gain a well-grounded understanding of conditions of
former industrial and commercial sites in their town, including the nature and
extent of contamination that may affect their health, safety and well-being.

Ms. Barajas, a resident of Cicero, lllinois, along with several other Cicero
residents, is dedicated to raising awareness about environmental justice 1ssues
in her town. Her primary goal is to identify whether there are any health or
safety risks that may be affecting the community. Accordingly, Ms. Barajas
will exclusively use the requested information to further this goal. Ms. Barajas
does not plan to use the information to further e commercial interest,

Ms. Barajas does not have any commercial interest. Therefore, the identified
public interest in the disclosure 1s paramount,

Your agency has twenty working days to respond to this request. However, if there is any
problem with this request ore the fee waiver, please notify me before you proceed. Ms.
Barajas is willing to accept electronic versions of documents. If documents are mailed,
please send them to my attention at the letterhead address.



If the request is demied in whole or in part, [ request a formal determination which
explicitly refers to the statutory basis for your demial, and which describes Ms, Barajas’
rights to appeal within your agency,

Thank you for your time and anticipated cooperation.
Sincerely,

Cocet Hansy

Keith Harley
Attomey at Law
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EPA Brownfields Program

EPA's BrownTiclds Program empowsrs slates, commiumitics,
and ather stakehalders o work bopether o prevent, s,
safely clean wp, amd sustainably recse brownfclds, A
broumifield site s real properiy, the expansion, mdsvelopmen,
or reuse of which may be conyplicaisd by e presence or
pofontial presence ol o haeardous subslancs, pollum, or
corinminand, On Janvary 11, 208, Mresident George W, Rush
signed inde lnw be Smull Bosiness Linbality Belicf and
Browniislis Revitalintin Act Under the Brownfields Law,
EFA provides finmwcial pssistance e eligible applicants
thronegh foar comupetilive prant programes; assessment grants,
reviplving loan fund prants, clemap prasts; snd job raining
gronds, Additionally, fumding support is provided to state and
trihal respomse progrums throaysh o sepaais mechanism

Community Description

The Tovan el Cicero was sslected o meclve a brownflelds
assermeent grant. Cicera (populainn 85,6160 2o kigh
denaily-siburh of Chicaga with & rapidly growing. mastly
minarily population. Appscedmatety 1T percent of the wwn's
residents sre [lispanic, The uwnemploynent rate is almoar 10
percent, and 133 percent af realdends have incomes a1 or
belowy the poverny level. The theee cenims tracts that meke ap
the trget srca {toial popolstion 25 700 are olmos twice a3
denaely populated as the chiy, and the g liscome & 10
pereent helow the cliy's level. There are many onderntilized
and vacant propertics i the fanged area, ane-hall o teo-therds
of which o 2ened for Inchugicial use. The cliy would ke w
redewvclop these praperiscs for conpmercialrelail, resslenieal,
and precnspecs wes thit would better it the peeds ol the
caFnLnity.

Cicero, IL

Brownfields 2004 Assessment Grant Fact Sheet

Assessment Grant
SI00 000 v hazardons substarees
EDS0,000 for pewroleim

TFA hag sedeeted the Town of Cleero fior o brownficlds assezsment prant
Hezardous snbatances prail lunds will be uscd to conduel communiny
cuireach sctivifles, invertory snd poioritize brownfields siles Jcabsd
wilihdin e 1.2-square-nnile targel mren, cunduct Phase 1 aead PMhase [ site
agerementd on selected sites, and develop cleonup siragpies for sites
aclected tor redevelopment. Fetreloum grami funds will be used 1o
porfonm Fhase T amd Phase L dile assetsments ot locations known te have
bl

Contacts

Tor flarther nbormation, meluding specific grant conlacts, addifional
arang infirmmastion, browndselds news and overds, and pablications and
ilnks, visic the EPA Brownlields Web site
(hmpfivewa i govbrown felds ).

FPA Region 5 Brownfields Team
(3127 B86-75T0

EPPA Regron § Browalields Web sile
{ it pefhwvra epa. o S Browmn Gelds}

Grant Recipient: Town of Cicero, IL

Caoenr, 1L
(972 205305 ext 448

Torern ol Ciesrn
(TR G5 G=3000 cxt 448

The infarmatinn prosented in this fact shest coanes frony the goant
propusal; EPA cannat attest ta the accumey of this informamon, Tlie
coiparative agroement for the grant has ned yei been nepoiiated.
Thesedore, activitics described in this foel sheer are subjgec o chanpe.

Linited Siabos
Ermviranmentad E;E::m'
Prifeckion Agenoy Rasponse (5105T)

Washmghon, DC 204840
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